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MONTANA POPULATION
TRENDS TURN AROUND
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MISSOULA—
A recent study of Montana s population and migration trends shows some surprising
results, according to an article appearing in the summer issue of the Montana Business
Quarterly, published Monday by the Bureau of Business and Economic Research (BBER)
at the University of Montana.
Paul Polzin, BBER research associate and professor of management at the
University's School of Business Administration, points out that there has been a
striking turnaround in the state's population trends.

During the 1960s, the

state's population increased at the low rate of 0.3 percent per year.

However, the

1970s have shown an increase of 1.3 percent per year.
The state's urban counties have experienced relatively constant growth throughout
the period studied, according to Polzin.

A key to increased growth for the period

may lie in the population trends of Montana's rural counties.
rural areas showed a population decrease of 1 percent per year.

During the 1960s, the
This trend was

reversed after 1970, and the rural counties now show an increase of 0.6 percent per
year.
Polzin says that a complete explanation for the reversal in the population trend
in the rural areas has not yet been found.

He points out that the expansion of coal

mining in eastern Montana has had some effect on the increase.

However, there were

rural areas which experienced significant population growth in the preceding decade.
He speculates that although farm incomes have been low recently, the prosperous
agricultural years during the early 1970s slowed Montana's off-farm migration.
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Polzin also assesses recent migration trends for the state.

Using figures

from the Social Security Administration, he shows that a sizeable portion of
newcomers into various areas of Montana tends to come from other areas in the
state.

For example, a substantial percentage of those moving to the Billings,

Great Falls, or Missoula areas comes from somewhere else in the state.
Interstate migration does occur, but Polzin points out that it is nearby states,
such as Minnesota, North Dakota, Oregon, and Washington^which account for much of the
migration in and out of the state.

This contrasts with many Montanans' assumptions

that newcomers to their areas are expatriates from the nation's heavily urbanized
areas.

These migration data suggest that we should revise our stereotypes of

immigrants; many are from other areas in Montana, and, if they do come from another
state, they are likely to be from a neighboring rural state.
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